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and guarded art until after the Meiji Restoration
in 1868. In fact, during the JTokugawa era when
horticulturists, both amateur and professional,
had more interest in developing new species
than working miracles with seedlings, the art
nearly died out. In Meiji 8 (1876) the first
bonsai shop> the Saikaen in Tokyo near Tameike,
was founded. Since then, bonsai have tended
to become a fad. The main limitation is the
cost, for 10,000 yen is not a fantastic sum to pay
for a single bonsai.
I found JMr. Seiji Uchiyama, proprietor of the
Saikaen, puttering among his trees. At the moment
of my entry !Mr* Uchiyama was tending an imita-
tion forest with maternal care,
"There are many secrets to bonsai success
but the most important is patience/* said Mr.
Uchiyama as he put down his watering can and
gently patted the soil of his little charge* "Even
then you must expect half of your trees to die
and to wait ten or twenty years before you get
any teal results/*
There are ten varieties of fonsai, classified
according to form rather than to the species
of plant or tree, Mr. Uchiyama pointed out.
The simplest form is the single, miniature tree
trunk which is straight. Add to this the